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Agenda

• Texas Hospitals’ Policy Priorities for 2019-2020 

• 86th Texas Legislature 

• THA Resources
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86th Texas Legislature
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Leadership in the Texas House of Representatives 

Speaker of the House 

Dennis Bonnen (R-Angleton)

Rep. John Zerwas (R-Richmond)

Appropriations Committee, Chair

Rep. Four Price (R-Amarillo)

Calendars Committee, Chair

Rep. Senfronia Thompson (D-Houston)

Public Health Committee, Chair
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Leadership in the Texas Senate

Lt. Gov.

Dan Patrick (R)

Sen. Jane Nelson (R-Flower Mound)

Finance Committee, Chair

Sen. Robert Nichols (R-Jacksonville)

Transportation Committee, Chair

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst (R-Brenham)

Health & Human Services Committee, 
Chair
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2020-2021 Budget Proposals

• Texas Legislature has about $9 billion more to spend than last 
session. 

• House and Senate budget proposals are separated by about $4 
billion.

➢ House: $247 billion in all funds. 
➢ Senate: $243 billion in all funds. 

• Both versions: 
➢ Include $67.6 billion in all funds for the Texas Medicaid Program. 
➢ Maintain critical Medicaid rate enhancements for certain hospitals. 

✓ $180 million in all funds for trauma hospitals. 

✓ $150 million in all funds for safety net hospitals. 

✓ $30 million in all funds for rural hospitals. 
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THA-Supported Legislation

• SB 384, by Sen. Jane Nelson (R-Flower Mound), aligns state and federal 
reporting requirements for health care-associated infections, which 
alleviates administrative burden so hospitals can focus on infection control 
and prevention.

• SB 752/HB 1535, by Sen. Joan Huffman (R-Houston)/Rep. Tom Oliverson
(R-Cypress), expands liability protection for volunteer providers and 
facilities that sponsor them to ensure timely access to essential health care 
during a disaster. 

• SB 918/HB 2048, by Sen. Joan Huffman (R-Houston)/Rep. John Zerwas
(R-Richmond), repeals and replaces the primary source of revenue for the 
state’s trauma fund (Account 5111), which feeds Medicaid add-on 
payments for trauma and safety net hospitals.
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THA-Supported Legislation

• SB 1238/HB 3536, by Sen. Nathan Johnson (D-Dallas)/Rep. Toni 
Rose (D-Dallas), would streamline the process for psychiatric 
hospitals to admit an individual requesting inpatient mental health 
treatment and expedite access to and increase continuity of care.

• SB 1159/HB 2929, by Sen. Kelly Hancock (R-North Richland 
Hills)/Rep. Jeff Leach (R-Plano), which would clarify existing state 
law to ensure that Texas hospitals can attach liens to personal 
injury settlements in order to recoup the costs of treatment—
regardless of where the care occurs in the hospital—provided to 
individual who are injured as a result of another’s negligence. 



Texas Hospital Association

THA Resources
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One Stop For Legislative Information

VISIT ONLINE FOR CONSTANT UPDATES
www.tha.org/2019legislativesession
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THA Legislative Session App

• Quick access to legislative resources 
and whitepapers. 

• Allows THA members to contact their  
lawmaker to take action on important 
legislation. 

• iPhone and Android compatible. 

• Search “THA Legislative App” in Apple 
App Store or Google Play Store. 
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Educational Series on 
Hospital Finance

• Medicaid’s Role in Hospital Financing

• Local Provider Participation Funds

• Value-Based Payment

• Rural Hospital Financing

• Graduate Medical Education

• Hospital Payment Sources

www.tha.org/hospitalfinance

http://www.tha.org/hospitalfinance



